
September 23, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students, 
 
Welcome to sixth grade! We are very much looking forward to working with all our students and guiding 
them through a successful year full of discovery and learning. Grade six presents new challenges to 
adolescents.  They become more responsible, more independent thinkers and learners, and are now ready 
to meet the new challenges presented at the middle school level.  As we begin our year, here is some 
valuable information to ease the transition. 
 
Remote Learning Supplies: A simple list of helpful supplies was attached to the Grade 6 Newsletter and 
includes many of the same items and suggestions listed below. Teachers would suggest that students and 
families work together to find a quiet and organized workspace complete with a charged electronic device 
(Chromebook, tablet, etc.), notebook or paper, pens, pencils, and highlighters. *Teachers and Mountview 
administration will send out more communication as well as additional suggested supplies lists when 
we transition to a phased-in hybrid and, finally, full face-to-face learning.  
 
Supplies at Home:  Make sure your student has the following items either at his or her own desk or in 
another location when doing homework: access to a dictionary, a thesaurus (students are encouraged in 
school to use www.dictionary.com or www.thesaurus.com), supervised use of a computer and printer (if 
possible), pens, pencils, lined white paper, graph paper, index cards, and some art supplies including 
scissors, glue stick, colored pencils and markers, and a stapler.  It is important to foster good study habits 
at this age, and we strongly recommend turning off the music, phones, and television when studying.  
 
Supplies at School:  The following supplies are needed to help all students complete their assignments 
and stay organized throughout the year.  The following supplies MUST be brought to EVERY class 
EVERY day:  3-ring binder, dividers, filler paper for note-taking, pen, pencil, eraser, and highlighter, 
colored pencils, small pencil sharpener (colored pencils cannot be used in the electric sharpeners), and a 
glue stick. For Math, students need two spiral bound graph paper notebooks over the course of the year 
(no binder), as well as a folder to store math handouts and other math-related papers. 
 
Homework:  Homework assignments are posted/shared  in each classroom and students should record the 
assignments in their agenda books and ask any questions they might have about the assignment.  There is 
also a homework calendar on each team website (see Teacher Websites section below). Students should 
find a few “homework buddies” in the first weeks of school and exchange contact information so they 
have friends to call if they get stuck or have questions on an assignment.  It’s important that homework 
that is passed in be authentic student work and not work that is completed by a parent.  We encourage 
parents to review work and check for completion, but it’s important for the teachers to see what the 
students know. 
 
Studying:  All students should spend some time reviewing notes and class work.  In many classes, study 
guides are also provided 2-3 days before a test.  Students should plan to review AT HOME before taking 
a test.  

http://www.dictionary.com/


 
 
Teacher Websites:  Although staff is not required to create and keep a website, many do have them. 
Please visit the Mountview website (http://www.wrsd.net/mountview) and click “Staff Directory” for a 
list of team and teacher websites.  Not only are daily assignments often posted but also links to websites 
that aid learning. 

http://www.wrsd.net/mountview


 



 



 



 



6th Grade Seminar 
The objective of 6th Grade Seminar is to encourage and inspire every  sixth grade student to be the best 
student and person he or she can be.  We will focus on the following skills to develop the successful 
student:  effective use of the agenda book, setting goals (long and short-term), study skills, time 
management, organizational skills, computer skills (keyboarding, Google Docs, and related programs), 
Internet safety, public speaking / class presentations, and support with upcoming tests / projects.  6th 
Grade Seminar will also focus on activities to nurture the empathetic person:  respect, compassion and 
acceptance of others; identifying and preventing bullying; self-discipline and accountability for one’s own 
choices; identifying stress, and creating coping skills and strategies to utilize.   We hope Seminar will help 
your 6th grader have a smooth transition to middle school.  
 
Physical Education 
We are excited to be trying new things this school year! Students will be with us for 25 minutes during their class 
period in the morning, and offered extra help sessions in the afternoons. For the 25 minute morning classes, 
students will participate in a variety of workouts mostly geared towards strength and cardio work. We understand 
that families do not have access to all the equipment we have in a normal PE class, so we will be creative and make 
sure our activities don’t require too much extra. Students will be expected to wear clothing they can be active in and 
they should be ready to go straight away. Our time is limited so we want to make sure we can have the students 
moving as much as possible in those 25 minutes.  
 
Our afternoon extra help sessions are there for students who would like an extra workout, or we’ll also offer topics 
to discuss like history of a specific sport, different sporting competitions, learning about professional athletes, etc. 
The afternoon sessions will be great because we can get to know the kids on a more personal level and give them a 
time of day to unwind from their school work and take a break. These sessions are not mandatory, but we would 
love to see the kids more than just the 25 minutes in the morning.  
 
Grading wise, we will have the students complete a google form at the end of each class informing their specific PE 
teacher of how their workout went, number of repetition in an exercise, etc. The form will be completed each lesson 
proving to us that the students participated and giving us an idea of exercises we may need to change. The form will 
take no longer than a couple of minutes. We’re looking forward to the school year and seeing all the kids again! 
Please email us if you have any questions. 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



6th Grade Art 
In art class, students will be exposed to master artists, cultures, styles, techniques, and materials.  Artists, 
techniques, and media will be introduced within lessons that include a focus on specific Elements of Art 
and Principles of Design, the creative process: drafting, revising, and editing; and the development of 
technical skills associated with each medium. With emphasis placed upon the National Standards for Art 
Education and the Massachusetts Frameworks by incorporating the strands and standards, the student 
becomes proficient in the Visual Arts for academic success and personal growth. The goals of art class for 
students are: to encourage and improve problem solving skills, develop creative abilities, promote 
organizational skills, use art supplies safely, develop a sense of responsibility and accountability, and gain 
self-confidence in their artistic ability.  This class meets on a daily rotating schedule opposite 6th grade 
seminar.  
Term Grading: 
Project Grades (80 %): Completion, Neatness, Effort, Creativity  
Weekly Grade (10 %): Attendance, Time on task, Following Class Routines, Cleaning Up, Conduct 
Quiz/Artist Research Paragraphs (10%) Vocabulary words, Genres, Artists. 
Class Supplies:  Students will need pencils, colored pencils, erasers, sharpeners, a 12 inch ruler, markers, 
black sharpies, blank white copy paper, 9x12 pad of drawing paper.  An old shirt to use as a smock for 
when we paint is optional.  In the case of an absence, it is your responsibility to contact me when you get 
back to find out what you missed. 
Youth Art Month:  Artwork is selected from students in grades 6-8 to be on display at the Bowes Gallery 
at WRHS and at the Worcester Art Museum during the month of March to celebrate Youth Art Month. 
Mountview Art & Graphics Exhibit:  Artwork is selected from students in grades 6-8 and put on 
display in the Gym during the Spring Music Concerts.  
 
We are delighted to have the opportunity to work with your students and to encourage them in 
their studies and experiences. We thank you in advance for your support and cooperation.  To 
contact your student’s teachers, please call 508-829-5577 or email: 
 

 6 BLUE 6 GOLD 

Language Arts lisa_swalec@wrsd.net 
patricia_munzner@wrsd.net 

jaimeelynn_flanders@wrsd.net 
melissa_rodriguez@wrsd.net 

Math
 

caitlyn_boutotte@wrsd.net lisa_o’connor@wrsd.net 

Science  cori_brisbois@wrsd.net lorraine_neilan@wrsd.net 

Social Studies  mackenzie_benedict@wrsd.net  robert_champlin@wrsd.net 

6th Grade Seminar  bethany_shea@wrsd.net 

Art scott_petersen@wrsd.net 

Special Education karen_roberts@wrsd.net 

Band richard_day@wrsd.net 

mailto:racheal_mars-bailey@wrsd.net


Chorus elizabeth_puleo@wrsd.net 

PE ashley_leblanc@wrsd.net 
 james_lamontagne@wrsd.net 

 
 

mailto:ashley_leblanc@wrsd.net

